                                                VIXEN PREPARATION

Use 100:1 gas/oil mixture. (Your engine may be different)

If the motor is unused for more than a month, add a fuel stabilizer to the gas.

Be sure there is always more tension on the upper shrouds than the lowers.

LAUNCH

Make sure the area is clear of power lines.

Undo the trailer tie downs.

Undo the mast tie downs.

Attach the radar reflector to the threaded shaft at the top of the mast.

Attach the lightning charge dissipater to the metal strip protruding at right angles to the mast.

Make sure that the forestay, jib halyard, and rope end of the main halyard are forward of the spreaders and everything else aft.

Remove the bolt from the mast step and slide the mast aft on the stern carrier until the base holes in the mast are opposite the holes on the mast tabernacle.  The companionway hatch needs to be slid aft to allow clearance.

Insert the bolt through the tabernacle and the mast.  Attach nut and tighten.

Make sure the backstay and its bridle are untangled and clear of the motor.  Place the shrouds on the cabin roof inboard of the bimini eyes and toe rails so that they will not hang up.

Straddle the cockpit seats, making sure they are clear of obstructions.  If possible, have an accomplice up forward to pull on the forestay.

With one hand lift the mast off the rear carrier.  With the other remove the carrier from the gudgeons and lay it aside; otherwise the backstay will catch on it.

Erect the mast as you walk forward, straddling the cockpit seats.

Attach the forestay with the pin through the forwardmost of the three small holes on the bow fixture.

Now you can take a hernia repair break, if necessary.

Tighten the turnbuckle on the forestay.

Put a cotter pin through the turnbuckle.

Remove the mast carriers.

Attach the VHF antenna coax cable and any other connections (anchor light, etc.).  Store the connector caps in a safe place.

Insert and check any through-hull or on-hull instruments (knotmeter, depth sounder.)

Insert the boom gooseneck into the slot on the mast.

Temporarily hang the aft end of the boom on the topping lift or boom lift hanging from the backstay bridle.

Attach the mainsheet block to the traveler.

Insert the clew of the mainsail into the boom track and alternately pull the clew and feed more of the foot of the sail into the track.

Attach the tack of the sail to the gooseneck.

     Insert the head of the sail into the track, making sure there are no twists in the luff, and attach the main 

     halyard  shackle.  Pull the sail up a few feet.

Put the downhaul into the jam cleat on the mast.

Rig the reefing lines.  A maximum of two should suffice.

Tie the other end of the halyard to the starboard (that’s the right) toe rail.  This is to insure that if you get in a blow the loose halyard won’t be flying horizontally from the top of the mast.

Release the boom from the boom lift and pass the clew outhaul through the eye and back through the grommet on the sail.  Tighten and cleat the outhaul to the end of the boom.

Attach the headsail tack shackle to the bow.

Hank the headsail onto the forestay.

Attach the jib halyard shackle to the head of the sail.

Tie the jib sheets to the clew of the sail.

If the 100% jib is selected, pass the jib sheets through the fairleads.  If the 155% genoa is selected, pass the jib sheets through the eyes aft of the fairleads.

Tie the jib halyard to the port (that’s the left) toe rail.

Put figure eight knots in the ends of the jib sheets.

Make sure that the centerboard pennant is cleated to the cleat inside the cabin below the companionway hatch.  This is so the cb doesn’t drop when it clears the trailer.

Launch the boat by floating it off the trailer.

Lower the centerboard gently by unwrapping the pennant from around the winch until it starts to slip.  If it free falls the impact will bend the retaining pin.

Insert the rudder and shaft into the gudgeons.

Attach the tiller to the rudder.

Plug the stern light connector protruding from the transom into the connector on the rudder.

If desired, place the solar cell perpendicular to the sun’s rays and connect it to the two prong connector behind the port bulkhead.  The charging current can be monitored on the ammeter on the electrical panel aft of the sink.  Maximum charge in direct sunlight is 800 ma.

The switches on the electrical panel control the running lights, instrument lights, and the depth sounder.

Start the motor by first advancing the throttle to about the ¾  mark and pumping the choke once and returning it to the pushed in position.  If it won’t start try advancing the throttle more.  If it still won’t start make sure the low speed adjustment is about ¾ turn open.  Make sure the saddle tank vent is open.  Pump the choke once for each attempt.

Shift the motor into gear.  Reverse is obtained by rotating the motor 180 degrees.

Raise the sails.

Shut off the motor by pressing the red button on the handle.

The motor will lock in the up position when it is raised high enough.

To lower the motor raise it up as high as it will go and pull out the black retaining pin on the right (facing aft) side of the motor.  Then lower the motor gently and as you do so rotate it so that the prop faces aft.

RECOVERY

Lower the sails.

Remove the tiller.

Disconnect the stern light wires and lift the rudder and shaft into the cockpit.

Raise the centerboard and cleat the pennant.

Winch the boat back onto the trailer.

Attach the safety chain to the bow eye and pull the boat out.

Place the mast carriers on the gudgeons and on the bow pulpit.

Remove the sails and jib sheets.

Disconnect the main sheet from the traveler and remove the boom.

Make sure the cockpit seats are clear of any obstruction.

Disconnect the VHF coax and other mast connections from the connectors on the cabin roof and replace the connector cap.

Remove any through-hull instruments and insert blanking plugs.

Disconnect the forestay from the bow fixture and lower the mast onto the aft carrier.

Slide the mast forward until it protrudes several feet in front of the bow carrier.

Remove the radar reflector and charge dissipater from the top of the mast.

Tie the mast down with the bow line and the port stern line.

Now that there is no tension on the centerboard pennant, unwrap the pennant from the winch so as to relieve the jams that usually occur when you crank the cb up.  Take a few wraps around the winch and reattach the pennant to the cleat.

Tie the boat down to the trailer.

